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My snapshots 
are Storytellers 
By Jan Fry 
Education Junior 
I HAVE A COLLECTION of snapshots, fuzzy 
edged ones, tipsy views of Beardshear and the 
Campanile, shots of my roommates mercilessly cut 
from the print at top and side edges. 
I save them for memory's sake, but I save them too, 
as a series of lessons while "taking pictures for fun." 
These "flops" have given me more meaningful tips 
to picture taking than even some successful ones, and 
have directed me to pictures that really tell a story, 
attract attention and make me proud to show them. 
A photography booster? Only enough so that I'd 
like to see everyone becoming designers with cameras 
-for fun. 
I discovered it's fairly easy to take a technically 
good picture ... but it usually requires a little think-
ing and planning for a particularly interesting shot. 
Thoughtful camera snapping and many of what I 
call experimental failures are the real teachers. Do 
you sometimes feel the need for new ways to photo-
graph your friends? True, a shot of three or four girls 
lined up on the front steps isn't too spectacular. 
One of the best remedies for this is to have your 
picture tell a story, "Actually do something" is not 
an easy th ing to say and have done by your subjects 
until you let everyday activities become a normal and 
important part of the picture. 
Look around! Substitute the stilted look with story-
telling. 
Try new lighting effects 
One big challenge loomed before me once I discov-
ered that lighting is the godfather of unusual pictures. 
Try experimenting with light and shadows for new 
moods. One interesting method to try is backlighting' 
which produces a modified silhouette e!Iect with 
bright outlines. 
But, of course, you have to be careful that the l·ight 
source, the sun or a lamp, does not shine directly into 
the camera lens. Backlighting for landscape shots can 
be beautifully handled when you stand with the sun 
hidden by a tree or building. 
Indoor portraits can use another and almost oppo-
site approach to lighting, "natural light". This is the 
soft, round lighting that comes with sun entering the 
room, and has none of the sharp shadows from flash 
or floodlight. 
Check your camera for shutter speeds. If you can 
THE IowA HoMEMAKER 
Jan takes, develops and prints her own pictures. Not only is she 
enthusiastic for photography but her fiance, Roger Winslow, 
shares her interest, and can add a few tips of his own. . 
adjust this, then get set for some experiments in time 
exposures. These will require that the camera be set 
on tripod or table. White cards can be used to reflect 
some light in to the shadow areas of the face. 
Have you ever stopped to realize how the applica-
tion of some of the art principles we learn in classes 
can help change ordinary snapshots into really effec-
tive pictures? A photograph like other designs in art 
should have a dominant center of interest with all 
other subject matter supporting it. 
I've found that one good way to focus attention on 
this center of interest, as well as achieve an unusual 
picture effect, is to take a close-up view of the subject, 
leaving out as much unnecessary material as possible. 
If you are taking pictures of the flowers in the horti-
culture gardens this spring, you might like to experi-
ment by including a few shots of individual blossoms 
as well as wider range views. 
Taking outdoor pictures in color requires a some-
what different treatment than black and white pho-
tography. Lighting for color generally should fall 
quite evenly over the entire subject. This is usually 
accomplished best by front lighting, preferably soft-
ened by light clouds. Open shade usually provides 
good even lighting for colored pictures of people. 
Since light and shade don't play the important part in 
color as in black and white, you can gain interest in-
stead through contrasting colors. But just remember 
that you will get better pictures by maintaining a good 
color scheme, including neutrals and accents, rather 
than by trying to cram all the different hues possible 
into every picture. 
When you come right down to it, the best way to 
improve your photography is to take a lot of pictures 
in every different way, and then decide which results 
you like best. By developing and analyzing your own 
individual techniques, you , too, will gain the most fun 
from photography. 
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